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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.04 pm]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that the Western Australian Chinese Chamber of Commerce held its annual gala ball 
in Perth this past weekend. The Chinese Chamber of Commerce was founded in 1987 and derived from the 
Chung Wah Association, which is, as many members will know, at 105 years old Western Australia’s oldest 
culturally diverse association. In 1987 there was a large increase in migrants from South-East Asia, many of 
whom were of Chinese ethnicity, and they needed to meet and learn how to do business in their adopted country 
and also how to interact with the wider community. Therefore, they formed the Chinese Chamber of Commerce, 
the mission of which is to work towards a beneficial commercial relationship between Australia and Asia, 
through networking and cooperation. 

Recognising the importance of advising the community on transacting business in Asia, the Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce has organised many trade missions to countries such as China, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, 
amongst others. To help WA increase its footing in Asia, it has organised many cooperative agreements with 
overseas chambers of commerce and government sectors. For example, memoranda of understanding were 
signed with the Zhejiang Federation of Industry and Commerce in 2012 and with the Vietnam Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in Ho Chi Minh City in May 2014. 

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce often hosts overseas trade delegations that are keen to explore business 
opportunities in WA, enabling networking with the local business community. It also organises many business 
and social activities featuring speakers of international repute. The organisation also supports charitable causes, 
including establishing a scholarship fund for students in China, as well as donating prizes to WA undergraduates 
who have excelled in business studies related to Asia. 

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce annual gala ball is widely regarded as one of Perth’s most prestigious social 
events. More than 500 guests, including local and overseas dignitaries, as well as prominent community and 
business leaders, attended the black-tie event, which is an excellent platform for corporate exposure and 
networking on a prestigious and international scale. I commend and thank the WA Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce on its contribution to actively developing the economy of Western Australia.  
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